
Inspired by golden age musicals, Casablanca, 
and Washington’s own Yakima Valley, Scenic 
Designer Parmida Ziaei will render you speech-
less with her multi-layered design. Here’s a bit of 
what we love about Parmida:

Parmida Ziaei is an Iranian designer, performer 
and choreographer based in Seattle. She has 
been designing various interior, architectural, 
immersive and entertainment spaces and has 
also been a scenic and production designer with 
many local Seattle theaters including Seattle 
Shakespeare Theatre, Sound Theatre, Seattle 
Public Theatre and Theatre22. Parmida is the 
co-founder and Producing Managing Director 
of Seda Iranian Theatre Ensemble and is the 
resident set designer with Macha Theatre Works. 
When not designing, Parmida performs, teach-
es, and choreographs contemporary and Per-
sian dances with a focus on storytelling through 
movement.

Fun Fact: You may have caught Parmida in our 
2021 WET Dreams Gala performing classical 
Persian dance.
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Top. Rendering of the set for Tin Cat Shoes by 
Scenic Designer Parmida Ziaei.
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WET Your Palate for

Behind the Design

Returning to live performance in a pandemic “gray area” has required 
rethinking the “show must go on” model for every performer. To give our 
cast plenty of space to say “tonight is not for me”, we’ve added under-
studies Andrea Lowry & Alex Kilian to the team. Between the two of 
them they are prepared to go on for ANY role. If you thought learning one 
character’s lines sounded hard, Andrea & Alex are a force to be reckoned 
with.

Andrea Lowry she/her is a multi-media director, performer, baby clown, 
and writer born under those vast Kentucky skies. A recent pandemic 
graduate from Cornish College of the Arts BFA Original Works program, 
she is tickled to be making understudy history with Washington Ensemble 
Theater. She’s been itching to work on challenging, cutting edge materiel 
like Tin Cat Shoes.  Back in 2018 she made her debut with WET in Maggie 
Roger’s production of Everything You Touch as Piper. Come and chat with 
her about the clown show she is directing in the fall and go see the film 
she produced and stars in at the SPLIFF festival at the end of April! So 
much love to the family she carries in everything she does.

Alexander Kilian (he/him) is an actor & musician from Seattle. He’s 
pumped to be making his WET debut understudying some incredible 
people! He just recently graduated from Cornish College of the Arts with a 
BFA in Musical Theater (2021). He was last seen in Monsters of the Amer-
ican Cinema as Pup at ArtsWest Playhouse. Other favorite roles include 
Amy in Company, Billy Flynn in Chicago, & Pippin. He’s had the privilege of 
working with a plethora of wonderful companies like The Scratch, Village 
Theatre, 14/48 & Showtunes. Enjoy the show!
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Understudied But Not Underappreciated!

... and by work we mean any performance of Tin Cat Shoes!!

Attendees are invited to bring new and lightly-worn shoes to 12th Avenue Arts, 
to be redistributed to Seattle’s houseless community by way of direct action 
mutual aid workers.
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Every Day is “Bring Your Shoes To Work” Day

Rachel Guyer-Mafune is no stranger to the WET stage after fan-favorite 
performances in Teh Internet is Serious Business and Feathers and Teeth, 
so she was a real shoe-in for the role of Cheddar.

Bio.
Rachel Guyer-Mafune (she/her) is thrilled to be back on the WET stage! 
She is a 4th generation Seattleite and ACT Core Company member. 
Beyond WET, you may recognize her from Howl’s Moving Castle (Book-It 
Repertory Theater), The Wolves (ACT), The Last World Octopus Wrestling 
Champion (ArtsWest), and Drum and Colors (Seattle Shakespeare Com- 
pany).

Fun Fact: Rachel’s favorite nickname for her fellow WET members is 
“Chicken Nugget”.
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Featured Ensemble Member: Rachel Guyer-Mafune

TIN CAT SHOES is made possible with generous sponsorship from:

April 15 - May 2, 2022

Written by Trish Harnetiaux
Directed by Maggie L. Rogers


